
• The first railroads in Britain were mine carts pulled along wooden tracks by 
horses. 

• Thomas Savery invented and made one of the first steam engines in 1698. 
• In 1807, the first passenger railway opened in South Wales. Horses pulled 

carriages along tracks. 
• In 1825 George Stephenson opens the Stockton and Darlington Railroad, 

moving the 36 wagons of his steam-powered coal train, Locomotion, across 
nine miles of track in two hours. 

• In 1830 Robert Stephenson's Invicta powers the first regular passenger service 
in the world, linking Canterbury to the seaside town of Whitstable six miles 
away.

The first passenger carrying railway line to use steam power 

was the Stockton and Darlington Railroad  

1830: The Liverpool to Manchester line was the first inter-city passen-

ger railway, the first to have terminal railway stations, and the first 

railway to have scheduled services.  

1840s: By the end of the decade, most villages and towns in Britain 

had at least one rail connection and there was an almost complete 

railway network.  

1863: The world’s first underground railway line, the London Under-

ground, opened   

1883: First electric railway opened in Brighton 

Steam - Works by burning coal 

and making steam in a boiler 

which is used to power the pis-

tons to turn the wheels.  

Diesel - Diesel is mixed with oxygen 

and squashed which creates a very 

high temperature.  This causes an 

explosion which is used to power 

the engine. 

Electric - Overhead lines power 

the trains with electricity.  


