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In EYFS we have adopted to take part in the ‘NCETM - Mastering number’ project 

(also KS1 as an intervention). This new initiative which has been rolled out in 

many schools in 2021 has the aim for the children to develop a greater 

understanding of number and their ‘number sense’. This will then enable the 

children to have solid foundations of number before moving into KS1. At 

Beckers, we have a strong focus on the idea that ALL children can be successful 

and therefore, no matter their starting ability, all children are expected to make 

good progress quickly. The use of White Rose is also used alongside the NCETM 

materials through specific ‘Maths lessons’ which are taught on a 10-15 minute 

basis each day, these will encompass all of the national curriculum early learning 

goals throughout the year: 

• ELG Number Focus:  

o numbers to 10 – including composition of each number 

o Subitise up to 5 

o Fluent recall of bonds to 5, extending to bonds to 10 and doubling 

facts 

• ELG Numerical Patterns: 

o Verbally count beyond 20 and express understanding of patterns in 

the counting system 

o Compare quantities up 10 10 in a range of contexts, recognising 

greater than, less than or the same 

o Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10 – including 

even, odd, double and how quantities are distributed equally (the 

building blocks of division) 

Our setting provides the opportunity for children to develop a deep and 

sustained understanding of numbers to 10, with a focus on the relationships 

between numbers within the sequence, and the patterns within those numbers. 

We provide frequent and varied opportunities for children to explore number 

and apply understanding of the structure of those numbers through use of 

concrete manipulatives – from real world objects to scaffolded tens frames. In 



line with our school-wide philosophy, our setting also provides the opportunity 

for children to practice, use and apply mathematical knowledge with accurate 

age and stage vocabulary. Alongside out daily maths lessons children take part 

in ‘Number Ninja’ each day. This is another 10 minute ‘lesson’ which focusses 

on a different number each week. During this, the children will focus mainly on 

concrete learning and building the oracy through counting and sentence 

building when answering. As the year progresses, maths lessons become more 

formalised to prepare children for a more formal approach when entering KS1. 

Throughout EYFS, the class has a whole class ‘learning journal’ wich documents 

the learning throughout each day. Although EYFS do not adopt the ‘choose and 

challenge’ approach to maths, towards the summer term they will have different 

‘challenges’ present which the children will be guided to, forming the basis of 

choose and challenge which will take place in ks1. 

 

 

 



 

 

 


