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A comparative test 
enquiry is where we 
compare one condition 

with another, for 
example: 
  
Water and no water  
Light and dark  
  

Growing healthy plants Comparative 
enquiry 

Mature plants need 
water, light and a 
suitable temperature to 
grow in to healthy 
plants. 

  

What happens if you do 
not water a plant? 

If a plant has not 

been watered, its’ 
leaves and stem will 
become floppy and 
droopy and the roots 
will be dry. The 

water inside the 
plant keeps it stiff 
and upright. 

 
 
 

Pattern seeking 
enquiry 

 

When a test is carried 
out in a natural setting, 
it can be difficult to tell 
if results are due to 
different conditions such 
as light or temperature 
or both. This type of 
test, where you cannot 
control every condition is 
called a pattern seeking 
enquiry. 


